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GENERAL C O N F E R E N C E
INFORMATION
The opening business session of General Conference will
be on Saturday, July 3, at 3:30 p.m. Those traveling by air
should arrive at either the Ontario or Los Angeles airport
(Ontario preferred) by noon to allow time for travel to the
campus and registration before 3:30 p.m. The Conference
will close by noon on Thursday, July 8.
Registration for General Conference, meals, and
lodging will open on Saturday, July 3, at 9:00 a.m. at the
Information Booth in the Turner Campus Center.
All persons attending the Conference should send in the
form inserted in the February 25 issue of the Visitor. Extra
forms can be obtained from either your pastor or the Convention Director. The deadline is June 1, but you will do
well to send yours in as soon as possible.
An 11:00 p.m. curfew will be observed each night of the
Conference. All persons should be in their room by that
hour unless involved in approved activities elsewhere. This
does not mean "lights out" but it does mean subdued conversation in the rooms.
Questions have been raised regarding meals for children. As previously announced, no reduced meal rates are
available for children. However, parents may take children through the regular meal line with them, with the
privilege of choosing only desired items. All such items are
individually priced and can be paid for at the cash register.
Adults, of course, can also get their meals that way. A very
fine lunch counter is also in the same building.
California people are encouraged to stay on the Conference grounds throughout the Conference. For this
reason persons coming from out of state should not ask to
be guests in their homes during the days of Conference.
Because of the busy schedule of General Conference, and
the driving distance involved, entertainment in homes will
be much more satisfactory to both hosts and guests either
before or after General Conference.
For more information on General Conference entertainment, contact the Convention Director, Paul
Hostetler, Grantham, Pa. 17027.
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From the Editor

Editor: John E. Zercher

We have heard from time to time questions concerning
Brethren in Christ involvement in Guatemala. The article
on page ten gives an overview of MCC's response to
devastation in that country resulting from the earthquake.
You should also turn to page fourteen where the Christian Service Ministries gives information relative to response by Brethren in Christ to this need. If individuals
have interest in giving service in this area they could contact Raymond Hess, Fairview Avenue, Souderton, Pennsylvania 18964. Telephone (215) 723-2490. Raymond is
the Brethren in Christ representative on the Mennonite
Disaster Service Board.
In Harvey Sider's article on pages six and seven, "Some
New Possibilities in Mission," the readers have in very
brief form several themes from his recently published
book, The Church in Mission. This book — the fourth in
the Heritage Series — should be used in each of our Sunday schools or congregations; and it should be used until
each youth and adult has an opportunity to study it.
In the January 25 issue of the VISITOR we ran a
feature on "Brethren Inns Along the Way." The point of
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Editorial
Walking in the Resurrection
O u t OF ONE of the traditions through which our
church finds its way to the Scriptures comes an apt phrase
for the Christian life. It was "walking in the resurrection."
It is a biblical phrase. Paul writes in Romans 6: "We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so
that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life."
"Walking in the resurrection" is an intriguing description of the Christian life.
It is a walk of new life. If the imagery of resurrection
means anything it means a transformation. It is more than
a change of position. It is more than a change of the way
God regards us. It is a new creation. Not only does God
regard us as different; the Christian is different, not by his
own strength of will but by the power of the Spirit. It is
obvious in Romans 6 that Paul is leading the reader
through the death of Christ to His resurrection as symbols
of the Christian's pilgrimage.
It is a walk in hope. Mankind has in common the
imprint of deity on his nature. One characteristic of this
imprint is the desire for immortality . Eternity is written on
his heart. But mankind also shares in common the spectre
of death which is the destiny of every man. So man lives in
quiet desperation or frantic search for meaning, pursued
by his enemy — death.
For millenniums fear and dread were man's common
lot. Aspirations and friendships, families and loved ones
were subject to man's inevitable destiny and to the mystery of death.
Then the dawn broke. One had met death and had
broken death's reign. Hope displaced despair for those
men and women who met the resurrected Christ. And so it
continues. To walk in the resurrection is to walk in hope
and in meaningfulness. To a questioning church Paul
wrote: "But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep." The sting
of death and the victory of the grave gave way to the
resurrection.
"Why are you cast down . . . ? Hope in God." The tomb
is empty. He has been seen of Peter and of the disciples.
It is a walk of joy. One of the undeniable changes which
came over the disciples was their transition from sorrow to
joy. The sorrow which filled their hearts on Friday was
turned to joy on Easter evening when Christ appeared
among them.
Like the morning mist gives way to the rising sun, so
their despair and sorrow gave way to joy. The Son had
risen!
Joy does not deny the reality of our existence with its
limitations and finiteness. Joy does not deny the presence
of evil and the thwarting of God's plans and will. But joy is
a reality for the Christian.
It is that sense of well being and at times exuberance
that comes because of the presence and reality of the
Living Christ. It becomes our strength. It is one of the
marks of walking in the resurrection.
It is a walk of victory. The Christian life needs to be
steered between the Scylla of inadequate expectations and
April 10, 1976

the Charybdis of unattainable claims. (I suspect most of us
are more likely to make shipwreck of our lives on the
Scylla of nominal Christian living and inadequate expectations than to anticipate and strive for the unattainable.)
Paul writes in II Corinthians 2:14 that "God . . . in
Christ always leads us in triumph." If the empty tomb becomes our symbol of hope and the appearance of the resurrected Christ a symbol of our joy, then the angel sitting
upon rolled away stone is a symbol of triumph and victory.
To walk in the resurrection should reflect a life of
victory. The Christian life is a warfare but it need not be a
struggle. How we symbolize the experience or indeed
define it is not so important. The important thing is its
reality in our life.
The triumph of Christ can be evidenced in our walk.
Paul, in Romans 6, takes us by way of the cross to this new
life of the resurrection. He does not leave us at the cross.
We not only are witnesses to the resurrection but participants. Walking in the resurrection is a walk of victory.
It is a walk of obedience. The resurrection confirmed for
the disciples that Jesus was indeed Lord. Thomas attested
to this realization as Christ confronted him. Peter
preached this theme at Pentecost. "God has made both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." It was
part of Paul's salutation in all his epistles, save one.
"Lord Jesus Christ" was more than an honorary title. It
was a designation of his authority — confirmed by the
resurrection — and of our relation to Him.
To walk in the resurrection is to follow Jesus Christ. The
Scriptures not only describe why Jesus is Lord but what
that means for us who call Him Lord and Savior. It is all
very well to insist upon the historicity of the resurrection.
It is equally biblical that we subject our lives to the lordship of the Resurrected Christ.
Walking in the resurrection calls for us to go beyond
experience to life. The Christian life is lived out on the
dusty road and the hot streets; in the homes and in the
offices; on the farm and in the factory; in our relation with
neighbors and stranger; friends and those not so friendly;
in success and failure; in sorrow and in joy.
We can walk in newness of life and joy and hope and victory and obedience not because of the memory of a sacred
spot in a mid-eastern garden but because the Resurrected
Christ is the Living Lord, a Companion on the road.

FROM THE EDITOR
from page two

the article was the availability of Mennonite and Brethren
in Christ homes to those traveling during the next several
years.
I understand that Leon Stauffer, whose brainchild this
idea was, received overwhelming response — more than
1,700. We will have information in a later issue how our
readers may obtain copies of the Directory.
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Joseph B. Smith

H AVE YOU ever met an old man who is still excited
about something that happened in his youth? Usually an
eighty-five year old person becomes somewhat blase about
events which excited him as a young man, but not the
Apostle John. Throughout his life and into old age he was
still thrilled about the resurrected Christ. This was his certainty: Eternal life had been demonstrated . . . had been
made tangible in history! As we read the introduction of
his dictated first letter, let us catch his excitement as he
jumps from one idea to the next — a piling up of phrases
showing that he is thrilled:
W h a t was f r o m the beginning, what we have heard, what
we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hand
handled, concerning the W o r d of life — and t h e life was
manifested ( m a d e visible), and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
t h e F a t h e r and was manifested ( m a d e tangible) to us —
what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that
you also m a y have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the F a t h e r , and with His Son, Jesus
C h r i s t . A n d these things we write, so that our j o y m a y be
m a d e c o m p l e t e (I J o h n 1:1-4 N A S B ) .

Jesus' Own Explanations
In the third chapter of John's Gospel Jesus said that the
new birth is based on believing in Him, and that this will
result in a new quality of life.
In the fourth chapter He spoke of living water that
comes from a relationship to Him, that springs up to
eternal life.
In the fifth chapter the Son gives new life to those who
hear His voice, who recognize His call.
In the sixth chapter Jesus spoke of Himself as the bread
of life . . . and whoever would eat this bread, i.e., who
would believe in Him will be raised up at the last day.
Again in the seventh chapter Jesus invited those who are
thirsty to come to Him and drink. Drinking is believing,
and the drinker will be truly alive in a way that will touch
others.
Then in the eighth chapter He said that the one who
follows Him, who keeps His Word "will never see death"
. . . a quality of life that starts now, that physical death
cannot touch.
The writer, with his wife. Marietta, has a ministry with University students in Delhi, India.
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In John's tenth chapter He delineates this life that the
Good Shepherd gives: It is abundant — it fills every part of
one's being and affects all of living. It is based on His
giving His life, and results in the believer never dying.
In the eleventh chapter Jesus claims that He is the resurrection and the life. (The life that Lazarus was raised to
was not eternal life, as he died again.) So, what did Christ
mean?
In the twelfth chapter He made a distinction between
physical life and eternal life: " H e who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal life."
In the fourteenth chapter Jesus said: "I am . . . the life,"
meaning the life that is necessary to be able to come into a
relationship with the living God, the Father. Then He
further said, "Because I live you will live also," meaning
that a disciple will really understand what eternal life is,
and, what is more, will experience it personally.
The fifteenth chapter speaks o f f r u i t in the life of the disciple as evidence that he has the life of the Vine — eternal
life — in Him.
And then in the seventeenth chapter Jesus said that the
result of eternal life in a person is to be the ever growing
knowledge throughout eternity of the aspects and personality of the Triune God.
Dull of Understanding
Though Jesus had thus expounded the meaning of
eternal life to the disciples in so many different ways, as we
have seen, yet it seems probable that the concept was only
theoretical and not fully comprehended until He arose. In
fact we note in John 14, at the time of the Last Supper,
that the disciples were asking Jesus questions showing they
still had not understood who He actually was. When Jesus
said He was going to His Father's house, the disciples said
they didn't know where this house was to which He was
going, thereby implying that they didn't know who the
"Father" was of whom He was speaking. When Philip
said: "Show us the Father" . . . his meaning was: "Who is
your Father? . . . Let us see Him then we'll know whom
You are talking about," which indicated that they didn't
really understand who Jesus was. They didn't comprehend Christ's deity, nor the significance of the eternal life
He said He would give them, and it wasn't until later, after
the resurrection, that the Apostle John was excited by
eternal life because it had been made visible. He underEvangelical Visitor

stood that the resurrection was a demonstration that Jesus
was God, the Son, and that therefore the life that He had
promised and was demonstrating was actual and so
relevant to John.
We must understand that when Jesus rose from the dead
it was not a resuscitation as was the raising of Lazarus. He
did not come back to the same physical life He had been
living before the crucifixion. Don't visualize Him as opening His eyes, slowly sitting up. stretching, as if awakening
from deep sleep. No, this rising was a first of its kind . . . a
going forward to a different quality of life, Eternal Life.
He is "the firstborn from the dead" (Col. 1:18) and He has
"brought life and immortality to light" (II Tim. 1:10).

to be Lord? If I do, then this New Life is a functioning certainty now through the work of the life-giving Spirit in me,
which will continue on forever after physical death.
Therefore: A disciple lives abundantly moment by
moment, demonstrating the dynamic of eternal life in the
ordinary, the routine, and in the crises.

The Risen Christ
I believe that in the first chapter of his first letter John
was referring, not to the pre-cross life but to the resurrected life of the Christ. When we compare the verbs and
their sequence as used in I John 1:1 to those in Luke 24:3639 (which is referring to the risen Lord), we see a striking
parallel.

Harvey Sider President N C C

A s they were saying this, Jesus himself stood a m o n g them
and said to them, ' P e a c e to you!' But they were startled
and frightened, and supposed that they saw a spirit. And he
said to them, " W h y are you troubled, and why do questions arise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that
it is I myself; handle and see: for a spirit has not flesh and
bones as you see that I have.

John refers first to "hearing" because it seems from
both Luke 24 and John 20 that awareness of Jesus' risen
presence came, at first, when they heard him speak. Then
they saw him with their eyes — not a spirit; they were not
hallucinating. Then John says they looked closely at him
and handled him with their hands, and then, pausing, he
exclaims: "This is the Word of Life, Eternal Life — Life
made visible, and we saw it!"
John is saying that the disciples now understand (after
hearing, then seeing, then looking closely, and then
handling) that the life which Jesus had been speaking
about was not something theoretical, but it was the life
which had always existed in God, which is of eternal
quality; and that they were actually seeing this life in
visible, tangible form! The promise of eternal life was not a
nebulous hope but an actuality, manifestly proved . . . and
this life continued to thrill the eighty-five year old John as
he dictated his epistle.
The New Life Here and Now
The Resurrection was the demonstration of two
realities: the reality that Jesus Christ is God the Son, and
the reality of eternal life, which is in the Son. Therefore,
John said: "This is why I am writing to you, so that you
can share with us the actuality of this life HERE, because
it is God's testimony that he who has the Son has life
NOW."
In other words, eternal life has relevance not only to
those eye-witnesses then, but also to me now. Further, it is
the basis of our fellowship and unity with God and with
one another, John says, because we are sharing mutually in
this life of the Father and the Son.
Ultimately, then, the question to be answered is: What is
my relationship to the Son? Do I "have the Son"? That is,
do I believe in His name? Do I believe that He, the Son of
God, came in the flesh to die as the Saviour, and be raised
April 10,1976

Rev. Harvey Sider has been elected President of
Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario. He will
assume the duties of this office, July 1, 1976.
Sider is presently pastor of the Stayner Brethren in
Christ Church, Stayner, Ontario. He and wife, Erma,
served in India under the Brethren in Christ Board of Missions prior to the pastoral assignment at Stayner.
The office of president is a new office, created by the
Board of Trustees, which will be responsible for the overall administration of the college under the Board of Trustees.

The Son and the SON
A. RUTH LEHMAN

+

Up the distant hill,
The trusting son carries the bundled wood.
Father has assured him
A lamb will come from God.
With questioning grace
he searches father's face
as thongs his limbs bind fast in place.
Caught in a bush, a substitute is found.
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Up the tortured hill,
The greater SON carried the fashioned wood.
Father has announced Him
"Behold the Lamb of God."
With throbbing eyes
He scans the heavy skies
as spikes His limbs immobilize.
In Him, for us, a substitute is found.
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Harvey Sider is the author of the recently published book
THE CHURCH IN MISSION, fourth in the Heritage Series.
In that book he presents the biblical basis for missions and then
traces the development and potential of Brethren in Christ Missions.
Here Harvey shares some companion thoughts on

Some New Possibilities in Mission
I M A G I N E the surprise of Pastor Robert Rolston as he
picked up the phone. WGR-TV, channel 2, in Buffalo, was
offering prime television time, free! With the costs to be
underwritten by the Buffalo Council of Churches, the
"Lighthouse Singers," a group of youth from the Sherkston church, were being invited to share their faith in
Christ. What an opportunity for the whole Niagara area to
see God's transforming power at work in the lives of
people saved from the youth sub-cultures of the area.
This was the first program of an evangelistic nature the
TV show host had seen. He was so profoundly influenced
that he requested the group to prepare a second show.
Thus for two Sundays in December 1975, people as far
away as Toronto responded to the message of salvation
through Christ.
This is just one of a score of more exciting new possibilities now opening to the church. Missionary ministries
are brightening the church's horizons — overseas, in
North America, and locally.

OVERSEAS
During a "tent meeting" in Jalutola, India, three tribal
families became Christians. This "multi-individual conversion" (salvation is always personal but not necessarily
singular) gave birth to a vigorous and rapidly growing
church in the village. Subsequently the gospel invaded
other surrounding villages. Because of the strength of the
group, there was little effective opposition and no socioeconomic disruption.
Harvey and Erma Sider were for many years missionaries in North
Bihar. India. Presently serving as pastor of the Stayner, Ontario, congregation, Brother Sider is president-elect of Niagara Christian College.

About the same time, a well-to-do tribal couple living
about twenty miles west of Jalutola became the only Christians of the village. Persecution was extremely severe.
Separated from other Christian support, the couple recanted and were reabsorbed into their pagan religion.
A new ministry to tribals became a viable option as the
church distinguished between personal and individual conversion. A much more favorable climate for the growth of
new Christians is created when a person has the support of
a group. We all need spiritual, social, psychological and
economic support. Group or "multi-individual" conversions are helping to build strong churches among tribals in
India.
Partnership replaces paternalism "Sahib ji (a term of
respect), what shall we do?" And faces used to turn to the
mission superintendent for a sense of direction. Subtly
(and at times overtly) it was easy to pursue the practice of
paternalism. Such a mindset developed over decades as
western finance and missionary expertise tended to
dominate the third world Christians.
During the past decade, partnership and mutuality have
largely replaced paternalism. Missionaries are now working with and for the church. The local Christians have
assumed the role of decision-makers. Both third-world and
western churches are encouraged to share their time, treasure and talent. The task of winning people to Christ is seen
as the responsibility of all Christians. This requires a true
sharing, a "mutuality" of all resources.
This emphasis on a biblical mutuality may mean thirdworld Christians moving out of their countries to minister
the "gift" of the Holy Spirit has poured out upon one of
their persons. "Meditation" or "Christian mysticism" is
one example of a "gift" to be shared. In the west, this is
largely a lost art. Perhaps the North American church
would profit by receiving an "eastern" missionary to share
with us a special gift.

NORTH
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Munshi Marandi was one of the original converts from the three tribal
families in Jalutola, India. Today he and his wife Nirmala provide pastoral leadership in a congregation in India.
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AMERICA

Since 1894 the brethren have carried a concern for
urban ministries. This involvement is taking a new direction and is being intensified. The words of evangelist
Leighton Ford seem to reflect our concern with the needs
of America, when he said, "It's interesting, isn't it, that the
Bible opens in a garden but closes with a vision of the new
city of God. There is a growing feeling that the cutting
edge of the church's mission is, and must be, in the city."
(September/October 1975 therefore)
By and large we have fled inner-city life. This move to
suburbia has been accentuated during the past two
decades. Part of this was justified with the desire to build
strong indigenous churches and the difficulty of ministering to ethnic groups. However, there is now fresh concern
and action developing for the presentation of the Christian message in the city.
Evangelical Visitor

LOCALLY

"There is a growing feeling that the cutting edge of the church's mission is,
and must be, in the city."

Several years ago, the church made a noble attempt to
minister to the black community surrounding the old
Chicago mission. One of the reasons this was not
successful was the lack of the kind of personnel necessary
to operate the program. Hence, for more than two years
we have been cooperating with Southside Center and
Christian Stronghold Missionary Society, two black evangelical groups in Philadelphia. As of this writing the main
support has been financial and spiritual. But we have an
open invitation to supply Brethren in Christ persons to
share in the various ministries there.
Present urban ministries in Bronx, New York, and San
Francisco, California, continue to develop. For example,
the congregation at Fellowship Chapel in New York is
planning to purchase and develop a property just two
doors from its original location on Tremont Avenue.
Over the past two decades, dynamic leadership has
helped the church reach suburbia. But it is even more
exciting to realize that we have not been satisfied to adopt
a static policy of evangelism. Evolving concepts in the
planting of extension churches is a healthy trend.
At the same time, there are other areas where the church
must begin to aggressively reach people for Christ. These
include such things as marketplace ministries. The cross
must be raised at the center of the market place, and not
just at the church. Christ and the early church performed
some of their most effective ministries among the milling
crowds. And what of the dwellers of the "cities within a
city?" Until we reach those living within the high rise
apartment buildings, our mission is incomplete.

The big city! The foreign field! In my teens, these were
the symbols of missions. Missions is thai, plus. The ministry of the local congregation is just as important as the
work of either the inner city or the overseas country.
Many congregations are coming to grips with their
double duty of local evangelism and meeting social needs
of the area. Training, mobilizing, and involving the laity to
carry out these functions is one of the church's most responsible ministries. Where this is being done, results are
in evidence. Refton, Pa., Carlisle, Pa., Sherkston, Ont.,
and many other congregations are reaping the harvest of
committed lay persons. Within the past decade or less, all
three of these churches have doubled their attendance
and/or membership.
Some congregations are located in situations which
demand attention to critical social needs. Labish, Oregon
is such a church. Here Christians become available to
testify for people in court. The pastor helps purchase
building materials at discount rates for needy people.
Some social services that had been suspect at an earlier
date are now accepted by the community because of the
church's involvement with organizations serving the area.
As Labish ministers to the physical needs, opportunities
open for a spiritual mission.
The Holy Spirit is leading the church into ever-expanding "missionary" possibilities both at home and abroad.
There is a wholesome new awareness of the "wholeness"
of personality. Hence our ministry is being directed to
meet both the spiritual and social needs of people. To successfully do this requires a high degree of flexibility and a
keen sensitivity to the direction of the Holy Spirit.
Methods which have served their generation will be superseded by new ministries to meet ever-changing opportunities.

Wmsssmmm
Housing projects and high-rise apartments provide special challenge for
outreach ministries.
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The congregation at Labish was instrumental in helping to solve the longterm sewage problems facing that community.

Mother and Sister: You Have Left Us
Eleanor Ginder

My heart is heavy,
You have left us,
You have been sick many months.
The ocean is so vast,
Yet—I knew God could reach the distance between
us.
I said, "Lord continue to make my sister and my mother
a blessing to the church whether in
sickness or in health.
1 had not courage to pray
"And make them a blessing even in death."
Yet—that is how God made you both final witnesses.
I awakened in the dark early hours one night with
tears.
You have gone my sister, Sibongile
and I feel lonely for you.
Today—another letter arrived—you have left us also
Mother Sibanda.
You and your daughter are now with Him.
My throat is full of sadness, my head full of
memories and my heart full of joy.
My life is richer because I knew you two.

And I remember Mother Sibanda,
• you foresaw our loneliness that first Christmas in 1962

and sent a note to Wanezi mission saying "please make
our home yours this Christmas."
* your Grandma chuckles over my babies, carrying them
on your back, entertaining them
with sand, sticks, tins, and stones,
as we worked with you and Urnfundisi Sibanda at the churches.
* the first sentence in Ndebele I had
courage to write on a scrap of
paper, hastely handing it to you to
correct it, then standing to use it as
my first testimony in your language. You smiled so proudly.
* the day you decided it was time to teach me to make
communion bread so I could be of help in the district
service.
* when the tears flowed down your face as you sobbed out
a prayer for my family in America that was facing
severe problems.
* when I was with your first daughter as she gave birth to
a fine baby, making you Grandma for the first time.
* when you so royally entertained my father and motherin-law.
* when with a painful face you thought of the sins of the
church and its need for an awakening.
* when Jesus met with you in women's groups — you
never became tired teaching, organizing, and motivating
people for the church and for Christ.
» the last visit at your home. We walked through the dusty
field looking at the crops, especially the sweet potatoes
— and the tomato patch that the cows had eaten. But we
talked little of the crops. Our talk (a mixture of Ndebele
and English) was on burdens for others, for the church.
You gave me promises from God again for believing
God will hear our prayers. We chuckled and laughed in
the living room then as you served us some of the
delicious porridge (made light and fluffy as you know we
liked it) with corn beef gravy. Then came watermelon,
tea and bread and jam. As we gave our final farewell you
gave individual attention to my boys, handed us your
box of garden food from your unselfish labors and we
lovingly thanked each other for friendship and pledged
to pray often for each other. You asked us to seek God's
will in returning — and we parted.
I have heard that church mothers stood on either side of
your caskets, bowing gracefully as they exchanged places,
keeping a constant vigil during each funeral. Oh how I
wish I could have been there. I would have taken my turn
standing vigil, in respect to you both, with them. I sorrow
but am comforted now as I think of you both enjoying
Jesus. Isn't He truly more than all words on earth could
describe!

Mrs. Ginder writes from a background of missionary service in Rhodesia where she and her husband, Carl served. They are presently pastor
and wife of the Redland Valley congregation near Harrisburg, Pa.

Sibongile ( M r s . Enos M o y o ) died on N o v e m b e r 5. Less than a
m o n t h later on N o v e m b e r 28, her m o t h e r , M r s . Mangisi
S i b a n d a , passed away.

I remember Sister
• we arrived at your village and
found a piece of cardboard tacked
on the door of the small house you
had cleaned for us—"Welcome
Ginders to Butabubili."
• you once showed us your chickens
and pointed to the largest strutting
cock—"He's the Lord's," you
said. "When he was small I chose
him to be the tithe."
• a little note you scribbled and sent by one of your students during school session one morning — it read,
"Mr. and Mrs. Ginder and children are invited to tea
with us at the 10:00 o'clock break." You served us
chocolate cake and tea.
• the day I was ashamed of my discouragement when I
met with you and your girls club and saw your undying
effort and enthusiasm to influence the community girls
even with limited resources.
• the older community lady who was beaming as she told
me you had taken time weekly to teach her to read.
• your talks in churches promoting tithing, S. S. work,
faithfulness to God, encouraging the church to stand
firm in Jesus.
• your pride in your little girls. You were a good mother
and wife — a living example of Proverbs 30.
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"The first morning of school, twelve bright-looking boys
and girls entered the tent and sat down on the floor,
curious to know what school was like. It was a momentous time.
It was the beginning of a work the result of which human eye
could not foresee....
The special burden of the
prayer that morning was that, as these dear souls learned
to read the Word, the Light might enter their hearts
and they yield themselves to God."
—H. Frances Davidson
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"Teaching them to observe all things" is an indispensable part of the
Great Commission, a key in helping new converts become mature
disciples. In the broadest sense of the word, every missionary and
Christian Service worker is a teacher, often in a one-to-one setting, in
Christian education, or in a leadership training program.
More specifically, however, teaching is a specialized profession,
distinguishable from other specialized ministries such as medical
missions or agricultural development.
We list in this issue of the D I R E C T O R Y those persons who have
been classroom instructors under Brethren in Christ Missions (both in
North America and overseas). It is recognized that much teaching and
discipling has been done by other missionaries and service workers.
This aspect of service and witness will be treated in a later issue.
Missionary
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Teachers Who Began Their Service

1897-1945
Lois (Frey) Barnham
Beulah (Musser) Brechbill
Mrs. Mary (Breneman) Brechbill
Sadie (Book) Brechbill
Albert Breneman
Henry H. Brubaker
Emma Climenhaga
John Climenhaga
Hanna (Baker) Cober
H. Frances Davidson
A. D. M. Dick
Sallie Doner
Esther (Buckwalter) Duncan
Anna R. Engle

Kathryn Engle
Charles F. Eshelman
Mary Eshelman
Anna M. Eyster
Malinda Eyster
Jesse R. Eyster
Ethelda (Eyer) Feaster
Emma Frey
Harvey Frey
B. Ella Gayman
J. Paul George
Lila (Coon) Ginter
Elizabeth (Engle) Heise

Mary Elizabeth Heisey
Mabel (Frey) Hensel
J. Elwood Hershey
Mary C. Kreider
Naomi Lady
Anna (Steckley) Lehman
Edna E. Lehman
Roy H. Mann
Blanche (Mrs. George, Sr.) Paulus
Martha Shenk
Adda Taylor
Abbie Winger
Anna R. Wolgemuth

Missionary & Voluntary Service Teachers Who Began Their Service

1945-1966
Shirley Bitner
Alvin J. Book
Doyle Book
Esther Book
Thata Book
Thelma Book
Titus M. Books
A. Graybill Brubaker
JoAnne Brubaker
Mervin Brubaker
Elva Bulgrien
Ethel Bundy
Dorothy Charles
Arthur M. Climenhaga
Lona (Brubaker) Climenhaga
Lula (Asper) Couch
Florence (Hensel) Davis
Ida (Rosenberger) Flewelling
Anna Mae Fretz
Lamar Fretz
Beth Frey
Glenn C. Frey

Miriam Frey
Carl V. Ginder
Eleanor Ginder
Verna Ginder
Dorothy Gish
Anna Graybill
John Graybill
Lucille Graybill
Ruth (Book) Haskell
Marilyn Heisey
Erma (Mann) Herr
Ruth E. Hock
Mary Hoke
William R. Hoke
Fredric Holland
Grace Holland
Mary (Engle) Howland
Luke Keefer, Jr.
Anna Kettering
H. Frank Kipe
Carl Knepper
Nancy Kreider

Jesse F. Lady
Lucille Lady
Mary Olive Lady
Erma G. Lehman
J. Robert Lehman
Martha Long
Fannie Longenecker
Carolyn Mann
Robert T. Mann
Dorothy Martin
Eva Mae Melhorn
Edith Miller
J. Earl Musser
Lois Musser
Mildred Myers
Janet Oberholtzer
John Pawelski
Ruth Pawelski
Lois (Davidson) Pollard
Lyle Rosenberger
Jacob Shenk

Pauline (Frey) Sider
Gladys Sider
Lewis Sider
Barbara Stansfield
Alvera Stern
Ira M. Stern
J. Harold Stern
Linda Stern
Mary E. Stoner
Edna Switzer
Ardys Thuma
Sharon Weisser
Miriam (Heise) Wenger
Mary Willms
Peter Willms
Chester F. Wingert
Ruth (Hunt) Wolgemuth
Anna Ruth Zook
Donald Zook
Marlin Zook
Ruth Zook

Missionary & Voluntary Service Teachers Who Began Their Service

1966-1976
David Barr
Doris Barr
Beth Bearss
Charlotte Bergman
Klaus Bergman
Barbara Bert
Norman Bert
Dale Bicksler
Nancy Botts
Timothy Botts
Lois Brubaker
Daryl Climenhaga
Rachel Copenhaver
Barbara (Hoffer) Eyster

Holly Graybill
Michael Graybill
W. Eugene Haas
James Helems
Earl Hess
Erma Hess
Ellen Hoover
Mark Horst
John Imboden
Luke L. Keefer
Samuel King
Linda Mellott
Edith Merkey
David L. Musser

Glenn Musser
Joyce Musser
Marian Musser
Steven Newcomer
Curtis Nissly
Violet Nissly
Christian Oberholser
Marshall Poe
Eunice (Hoover) Register
Carl Raser
Lois Ruegg
Lome Ruegg
Glenn Schwartz
Verna Schwartz

Brethren in Christ Teachers Assigned Under Mennonite Central

Dallas Shelly
Lois Jean Sider
Charles Starr
Martha Starr
Benjamin Stoner
J. Andrew Stoner
Carol Thomas
Dwight Thomas
James Vilett
Betty Winger
Anita Wingerd
Raymond Wingerd
Joan Wolgemuth

Committee

1965-1976
Michael Brown
Lucille Charlton
Mark Charlton
Millard Engle
Sharon Engle
Carnl
V
d l v i JFalk
C11IV
Noel Falk
Nancy Heisey
Paul Heisey

Darlene Keller
Mark Keller
Jane Light
Douglas Martin
John D. Martin
Adeline Metzler
John Metzler
Donavon Nissly
Rollin Pepper

Martha Sider
Richard Sider
Lawrence Yoder

Shirlee Yoder
Faithe Zercher
Wendell Zercher

BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
R. 1, Stevensville, ONT LOS 1 SO
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SECOND QUARTER 1976
MISSIONS
Rhodesia
Bishop's Office: P.O. Box 711, Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Edna M. Switzer
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 223,
Bulawayo,
Rhodesia, Africa
Robert and Carolyn Mann
Ekuphlleni Bible Institute: P.B.
M-5218,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Luke and Martha Keefer
Earl and Lois Hess
Eva Mae Melhorn
Bible Institute Extension Centre: P.B.
M-5218, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Jacob and Nancy Shenk
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 1219, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Lewis and Gladys Sider*
Matopo Book Centre: P.O. Box 554, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Phyllis Engle*
Esther Hennigh*
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock
Matopo Secondary School: Private Bag
T-5391, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Ellen Hoover
Dorothy M. Martin
Steven Newcomer*
Lois Jean Sider
John Snyder*
Mtshabezl Mission: Private Bag
M-5216,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Samuel and Joyce King
JoAnne Brubaker
Miriam Frey
Nancy Kreider
Erma Lehman
Wilbur and Bertie Shenk*
Mtshabezl Mission Hospital: Private Bag
M-5211, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Dr. R. Virginia Kauffman
Karen Buckwalter*
Mtshabezl Teachers College: Private Bag
M-5212, Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
George and Ethel Bundy
Wanezl Mission: Private
Bag S-5367,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
David and Cynthia Kipe*
Carl and Winifred Knepper
Mildred Myers
Donald and Dorothy Potteiger
Youngways
Hostel
(for missionary
children): 40 Leander
Avenue,
Hillside,
Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa
Edward and Nancy Sider*
Zambia
Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box
115, Choma, Zambia, Africa
H. Frank and Blanche Kipe
Velma Brillinger
Field Secretary: P.O. Box 2184,
Lusaka,
Zambia, Africa
Ira and Miriam Stern
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Levi and Sandra Brubaker
Choma Secondary School: P.O. Box 92,
Choma, Zambia, A frica
David and Doris Barr*
Kenneth and Elva Bulgrien
Mary Olive Lady

Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 83, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Walter Long*
Macha Mission: Private Bag 11xc, Choma,
Zambia, Africa
Macha Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 340,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert
Shirley A. Heisey
Walter and Evalyn Long*
Eileen Sherk*
John and Esther Spurrier*
Alvan and Ardys Thuma*
Macha Secondary School: Private Bag 15xc
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Nathan and Catherine Bert*
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma
Zambia, Africa
Leonard and Muriel Sider*
Slkalongo Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Fannie Longenecker
Marshall and Eleanor Poe
Slkalongo Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 131,
Choma, Zambia, Africa
Mary E. Heisey
Dale and Linda Winger*
India
Banmankhi Mission: P.O. Banmankhi, N.E.
Railway, District Purnea, Bihar, India 854202
No resident missionary
Madhipura Mission: P.O. Madhipura,
N.E.
Railway,
District
Saharsa,
Bihar,
India
852-113
Henry and Edna Kreider
Leora Yoder
Purnea Mission: P.O. Box 6, Purnea, Dt.
Purnea, Bihar, India 854-301
No resident missionary
Other Ministries—India:
FEBA: 7, Commissariat
Road,
Bangalore,
India 560-025
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
Allahabad
Bible
Seminary,
20 Stanley
Road, Allahabad U.P., India 211-002
William and Mary Hoke
12/A Underhill Lane, Delhi, India 110-054
Joseph and Marietta Smith
Japan
Superintendent's Residence: 309-15, 4
Chome,
Hana-Koganei,
Kodaira,
Tokyo,
Japan 187
John and Lucille Graybill
Beth Bearss*
Cho shoji, Nishiichi, Toyota Cho, Toyoura
Gun, Yamaguchi-Ken, Japan
750-04
Marlin and Ruth Zook
Nicaragua
Apartado 1044, Managua, Nicaragua,
Apartado 4663, Managua, Nicaragua,
Glen and Wanda Heise*
Charles and Cara Musser
MISSIONARIES

C. A.
C. A.

ON FURLOUGH

Lois Book, c / o Rev. Paul Book, 407 37th
St., Altoona, PA 16601
David and Leona Brubaker, Box 50, Grantham, PA 17027

Loraine Buckwalter, Rt. 2, Box 49, Blrdsboro, PA 19508
Anna Graybill, Rt. 1, Hershey, PA 17033
Anna Kettering, 17 East Broad St., Palmyra,
PA 17078
Edith Miller, 301 Mill St., Wllliamsville,
NY 14221
Bert and Marian Sider, c / o Ray A. Sider,
683 Niagara St., Welland, Ontario L3C
1M2
Sharon Weisser, 9925 Lapp Rd., Clarence
Center, NY 14032
MISSIONS
Canada
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Timber Bay, Sask. S0J 2T0
Ron and Gayle Bowman
Ronald and Sharon Albrecht
Joan Cambridge*
Debbie Chipman
Charles and Marjorie Cobb
Esther Dick*
Alice Farthing
Marleene Giesbrecht
Robert Nigh
Brenda Rose
Valarie Sawatzky*
Tennyson and Marsha Sider
Valarie Stump
United States
Bronx (Fellowship
Chapel)
246 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457
Alvin and Thata Book
Dale Keefer*
Ruth A. Long*
Lynn Mendenhall*
Patricia Stumbaugh*
Doris Wenger*
Spring Lake Retreat
R. R. 1, Box 361, Wurtsboro, N. Y. 12790
Wayne and Kathy Steffee*
Samuel and Cora Bert*
Lablsh Village, Salem, Ore.
4383 Dover Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Warren and Connie Hoffman
Verle and Maralee Brubaker*
New Mexico (Navajo Mission)
Bloomfield, N. M. 87413
Marion and Rachel Heisey
Morris and Beth Book*
Gemey Boniface*
Esther Book
Rachel Copenhaver*
Twylla Crider*
Kathy Eyster*
Rosa Eyster
Rose Hamilton*
Oren and Naomi Hofstetter*
Anna Marie Hoover
Bryan and Joyce Lady*
Lauren Martin*
Edith Merkey*
Janet E. Oberholtzer*
Joseph and Marlene Reese*
Donald and Marion Sider*
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner
Karen Tice*
Kathleen Thuma
Bessie Trujillo
Keith Tyson*
Bobbie Yazzie
John Peter Yazzie

Pharr, Texas (Palm Valley
Brethren in Christ
Ministries)
126 E. Cherokee, Pharr Texas 78577
Leroy Eberly, Team Leader
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel)
422 Guerrero St., San Francisco, Calif.
94110
Paul and Evelyn Hill, Supt.
Gay Brunt*
Gregory Funk*
Stewart Nell*
Daniel J. Musser*
Faye Wildeson*
Dean Willow*
San Francisco (Life Line Mission)
917 Folsom St., San Francisco, Calif. 94107
John Parrish
Ray and Winnifred Hock

MISSION

CHURCHES

Canada
Paddockwood (North Star Mission)
Rev. Howard Rensberry
(Timber Bay, Sask., Canada SOJ 2T0)
United States
Blandburg
Blandburg, Pa. 16619
Rev. Harry L. Ritchey
(P.O. Box 55, Blandburg)
Brooklyn
225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11225
Rev. and Mrs. Cecil Loney
Callaway (Adney Gap)
Callaway, Va. 24067
Rev. Steven Mcllveen (R. 1, Box 48)
Columbia
(Millertields)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Edgar Giles
(R. 1, Campbellsville.Ky. 42718)
Dayton
831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio
Rev. John Pawelski
DeRossett
R. 7, Sparta, Tenn. 38583
Rev. Irving Parker
Garlln
(Bloomington)
Columbia, Ky. 42728
Rev. Wilbur Benner
(Rt. 1, Knifley, Ky. 42753)
Hlllman (Maple Grove)
Hillman, Michigan 49746
Rev. Earl Miller
(R. 1, Mio, Mich. 48647)
Hlllsvllle (Bethel)
Hillsville, Va.
Mr. Raymond White in charge
(R. 4, Hillsville, Va. 24343)
Hunlock Creek
Hunlock Creek, Pa.
Rev. Ross Morningstar
(331 Vine St., Berwick, Pa. 18603)
Ickesburg (Saville)
Ickesburg, Pa.
Rev. Milford Brubaker
(R. 1, Box 30, Ickesburg, Pa. 17037)
Knifley (Knifley Chapel)
Knifley, Ky. 42753
Rev. Wilbur Benner
(Rt. 1, Knifley, Ky. 42753)
Llewellyn
Llewellyn, Pa. 17944
Rev. William Fetrow (Box 117)
Mt. Holly Springs
Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 17065
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner
(Box 32, Grantham, Pa. 17027)
Salem (Labish Community
Church)
4522 Scott Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303
Rev. Art Cooper (4306 Scott Ave., N.E.)
Sheboygan
1325 Carl Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 53081
Rev. Tyrus R. Cobb
Uniontown (Searights)
Uniontown, Pa. 15401
Rev. Wm. H. Martin
(Box 67, Chestnut Ridge, Pa. 15422)

EXTENSION

CHURCHES

Canada
Colllngwood
227 Sixth St.
Collingwood, Ont., Canada
Rev. Robert Dale Shaw (539 Spruce Ave.)
Dellsle (Community
Chapel)
Delisle, Sask., Canada SOL 0P0
Rev. Allen Hopper (Box 212)
Klrkland Lake
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse
(7 Harding Ave., Kirkland Lake, Ont.)
Saskatoon (Massey Place)
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada S7L 3V9
Rev. Douglas Sider (1 Malta Crescent)
United States
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue)
611 S. Marlyn Ave., Baltimore, Md.
Rev. Marvin Keller
(925 Homberg Ave., 21221)
Campbellsvllle
Campbellsville, Ky. 42718
Rev. Norman Channel (102 Hord St.)
Cincinnati (Western Hills Church)
2815 Robert Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
Rev. Charles F. Ankney
(3419 Springdale Rd„ 45239)
Des Moines (Oak Park)
Rev. Harold Jackson (3840 W. 14th St.,
Des Moines, Iowa 50313)
Dublin (Highland Park)
Dublin, Va.
Rev. Orvin White
(32 Dalton Dr., Dublin, Va. 24343)
Hanover (Conewago)
301 Maple Avenue, Hanover, Pa. 17331
Rev. Kenneth Reid (212 Krug Ave.)
Harrlsburg (Bellevue Park)
2001 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. Frank D. Dutcher
(1919 Bellevue Rd., 17104)
Masslllon (Amherst)
8650 Beatty St., N.W., Massillon, Ohio
Rev. Atlee Hershberger
(852 Amherst, N.E., 44646)
McMinnvllle (Rolling
Acres
Community
Church)
McMinnville, Tenn. 37111
Rev. Rodger L. McCann (401 Pace St.)
Moreno
Moreno, Calif. 92360
Rev. Samuel Fisher
(13831 Redlands Blvd.)
Orlando
745 Holden Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32809
Rev. Larry Steffee (741 Holden Ave.)
Phoneton
Phoneton, Ohio 45355
Rev. Elam O. Dohner (Box 95)
Roanoke (Valley View)
5648 Oakland Blvd. and Verndale Dr.,
N.E., Roanoke, Va. 24019
Rev. Rupert Turman
(509 Elden Ave., N.E., 24019)
Smlthvllle (Pomeroy Chapel)
Smithville, Tenn. 37166
Rev. David P. Buckwalter (R. 3)
South Hagerstown (Van Lear)
4 Van Lear Dr., Williamsport, MD 21795
Rev. Clarence Brubaker (2713 Buford Dr.)
CHRISTIAN

SERVICE

MINISTRIES

"Other personnel serving in Voluntary
Service are listed under the unit to which
assigned in other departments of •• the
DIRECTORY.
Serving Under MCC
Daniel Ebersole, 683 Grant St. S.E., Atlanta, Ga. 30307
Millard and Sharon Engle, Kgatleng Development Board, Box 208, Mochudi,
Botswana
Nancy R. Heisey, Mukedi, B.P.1, Tshikapa,
Republique du Zaire
Mark and Darlene Keller, Private Bag 1,
David Livingstone Teacher Training
College, Livingstone, Zambia
Harold and Mildred Nigh, c / o MCC, Kolym-

bari, Chanio, Crete, Greece
Donavon and Jewell Nissly, c / o MCC,
Box 329, Mbabane, Swaziland
Richard and Martha Sider, U. B. L. S.,
Luyengo, Swaziland, Africa
Lawrence
and
Shirlee
Yoder,
MCC,
Jalan Penjawi 48, Pati, Central Java,
Indonesia
SELF-SUPPORTING
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES
Lamar and Anna Mae Fretz, D.L.T.T.C.,
Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia, Africa
Michael and Holly Graybill, 309-15, 4
Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira, Tokyo,
Japan 187
Roy and Esther Mann, 32 Dorchester
House, Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Private
Bag RW 13X, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa
B R E T H R E N IN C H R I S T
PERSONNEL SERVING UNDER
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Marlin Burkholder, Northern Light Gospel
Mission, Box 315, Red Lake, Ontario,
Canada
David and Florence Carlson, P.O. Box
825, Roodepoort, Transvaal 1725, South
Africa (Trans World Radio)
Charles and Barbara Dederick, 831 E. Third
St., Williamsport, Pa. 17701
(American
Rescue Workers Mission)
Premnath S. Dick, 2050 Second Ave., New
York, N. Y. 10029 (East Harlem
Interfaith)
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West
Indies (Unevangelized Fields Mission)
David and Lorraine Dutcher, P.O. Box
461, Belize City, Belize (Eastern
Mennonite Board of Missions)
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish
Court,
Devenish
St.,
Sunnyside,
Pretoria,
0002 South
Africa (Sponsored
by
The Evangelical Alliance
Mission)
Joe
and
Elaine
Haines,
Edinburgh
Mission Medical Hospital, P.O. Box 11,
Nazareth, Israel (Mennonite
Board of
Missions)
Gulabi McCarty, 1 Wheeler Rd., Bangalore 560005, India (Youth for Christ)
Robert and Marian
Musser, Box 7,
Musoma, Tanzania, East Africa (Eastern
Mennonite
Board)
Douglas Myers*, Redland Labor Camp,
Homestead, Fla. 33030 (Eastern
Mennonite Board)
Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas,
Mexico (Christian Children's Fund)
Donald and Mildred Ressler,
Central
Alaskan
Missions,
Inc.,
Glennallen,
Alaska 99588
Winnie E. Thuma, United Mission to Nepal,
Katmandu 126, Nepal (United Mission to
Nepal)
Harriet Trautwein, APO 24, San Juanito,
Chihuahua,
Mexico
(Mexican
Evangelistic Mission)
Rhoda Winger, A.C.P.O. Box 51, Quezon City,
Philippines 3001 (Campus Crusade for
Christ)
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 538 Pebble
Rd., Duncanville, Texas 75116 (Wycliffe
Bible
Translators)
VOLUNTARY SERVICE
P E R S O N N E L S E R V I N G IN
B R E T H R E N IN C H R I S T
INSTITUTIONS
Mile High Pines Youth Camp
Angelus Oaks, Calif. 92305
Nelson Burkholder
Emerson Peckman
Steven and Phyllis Smith
Clair Thrush
Upland Manor
1125 W. Arrow Hwy., Upland, CA 91786
Kaye Oldham
Christine Ward

Religious News
Urban Ministries Featured
At Philadelphia Workshop
A practical look at Christian social
responsibility was the focus of the Evangelical U r b a n Ministries Workshop in
Philadelphia, M a r c h 27. The Saturday
meeting for pastors and lay leaders, held at
Logan United Methodist Church, was
sponsored by N A E ' s Evangelical Social
Action Commission in cooperation with a
number of eastern state and local evangelical associations. Ronald J. Sider, professor at Messiah College's Philadelphia
C a m p u s , was a participant.
W o r k s h o p sessions led by practitioners
in the field covered such topics as the
psychology of street gangs, community
center work, urban evangelism, restructuring a downtown white church, " y o k e d "
congregations, and Christian literature.
Also featured were messages by Dr. Bill
Bentley, president, National Black Evangelical Association; Rev. Clarence Hilliard, chairman, N A E Evangelical Social
Action Commission; and Dr. Billy A.
Melvin, N A E executive director.
Philhaven Hospital Expands
Ground was broken in what may have
been a unique yet ancient fashion on
M a r c h 11 at Philhaven Hospital, initiating
a $1,150,000 expansion and renovation of
this community treatment center. Philhaven is a mental health facility sponsored by the Lancaster Mennonite Conference located near M t . Gretna, P a .
Approximately 125 members of the
hospital staff and board of trustees worked
together to "people power" an antique
earth moving scoop about fifty feet across
the future site of the intensive care unit
men's wing. Board president Victor F.
Weaver guided the well worn implement
which was originally designed to be
dragged behind horses or mules. The Philhaven affiliates propelled the scoop by
means of two 50-foot hay ropes.
T h e original hospital structure was
designed to offer inpatient care to a maxim u m of twenty-six persons, and was served
by a staff of nine employees. When the current expansion and renovations are completed in December of this year, the hospital will have a total inpatient capacity of
fifty-seven,
and will be staffed by app r o x i m a t e l y 135 f u l l a n d p a r t - t i m e
employees.
Dr. Shank noted that since Philhaven
first opened for service, nearly 8,000 persons have crossed the hospital threshold
for inpatient care, and almost 50,000 visits
have been m a d e for outpatient services.
No Signs of Life
In Other Worlds
A powerful radio telescope located at
Arecibo, P. R., has spent 100 hours scanning a trillion stars in four galaxies, with-
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out picking up a single signal from life in
outer space.
However, scientists will keep up the scan
for another year, hopeful that they will
detect signals sent long ago by more
advanced technological civilizations.
" O f the trillions stars we looked at in
four galaxies," said Carl Sagan, who gave
the report at the 142nd annual meeting of
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, "there is not a
single one that at the time of our observation was devoting a major effort to communicate with us."
What Do Church People Look For
In a Young Minister or Priest?
The N u m b e r 1 quality that American
and Canadian church people are looking
for in their young ministers and priests is
willingness to serve without regard for
acclaim.
Next they want personal integrity — the
ability to honor commitments by carrying
out promises despite all pressures to compromise.
A Christian example that people in the
community can respect is the third most
important factor.
Particular pastoral skills rank fourth
and the minister's role as a leader in community building stands fifth.
All this was learned in a three-year
project which is being sponsored by the
Association of Theological Schools in the
United States and C a n a d a .
Billy Graham Selects Holy Spirit
As the Topic Of His Next Book
Billy G r a h a m , whose book on angels was
the nation's best-selling non-fiction work
of 1975, is now writing a book on the Holy
Spirit.
T h e evangelist said his interest in the
subject was spurred by the recent book,
" T h e New Pentecost," by the R o m a n
Catholic Primate of Belgium, Cardinal
Leo Suenens.
M r . G r a h a m said Cardinal Suenens'
book had led him to study the Bible intensively for six to eight months to determine
what it teaches about the Holy Spirit.
As a result, he said, he finds it difficult to
speak on any other subject.
Olympic Christians Gear For
6 Million at Montreal
Between July 17 and August 1, 1976, an
estimated six million people will invade the
Canadian city of Montreal. This "invasion" will be the target for evangelism
by Aide Olympique — an umbrella agency
c o o r d i n a t i n g C h r i s t i a n witness efforts
during the 1976 games.
" M o n t r e a l , 1976, may be the closest
thing yet to the Tower of Babel," says Barrie Doyle, press agent for the evangelistic
thrust. " I t is a God-given opportunity to
serve others in Christ's n a m e . "

India Plans "Penalties" To Promote
Birth Control Throughout Country
All-India Radio has announced that the
federal government of India, faced with an
annual net population increase of 13 million, is planning to change its method of
"persuasion" to "penalties" in an effort to
promote birth control throughout the
country.
The broadcast facility, now under tight
government control, added that "while
acknowledging the objections of various
Churches" to a compulsory approach to
the problem, " t h e government intends to
proceed with its plans."
Eldridge Cleaver Committed to Christ
In an Oakland, Calif., Court House jail,
former Information Minister and cofounder of the militant Black Panther
movement Eldridge Cleaver received Jesus
Christ as his personal Savior.
Chaplain Glenn L. Morrison of Follow
U p Ministries headquartered in H a y w a r d ,
Calif., said Cleaver asked for a personal
interview after being encouraged by a cell
mate (and former enemy during nine years
at San Quentin) to read the Bible daily.
News of Cleaver's conversion came
from Pastor Shadrach Meshack Lockeridge who told some 600 Baptist ministers
in Jackson, Miss, of the turnaround for the
former radical. The Rev. M r . Lockeridge
is pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in San
Diego. A deacon in that church, a former
Panther himself, learned of Cleaver's
conversion first during a visit.
Cleaver's sister Helen, a committed
Christian believer, regularly attends Bible
Study Fellowship sessions in Pasadena,
Calif. His wife, Kathleen, and their two
c h i l d r e n , r e t u r n e d with C l e a v e r on
November 18, 1975, following seven years
abroad in Cuba, Algeria ana France. H e
had jumped $50,000 bail in 1968 following
a Panther-police shootout in O a k l a n d .
World Heading For Nuclear Holocaust,
Says Scottish Presbyterian Leader
M a n k i n d is heading for a nuclear
holocaust which only the Christian church,
renewed by being committed to Christ's
way of nonviolence, can avert, according
to the Rev. Lord George M a c L e o d , noted
Scottish Presbyterian leader. Lord
MacLeod, who founded the lona C o m munity off northwest Scotland and is a
former moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, gave the
warning when he addressed a meeting of
the North East London Polytechnic.
Divorces in U.S. During '75
Topped the Million Mark
Preliminary estimates of the National
Center for Health Statistics indicate that
the number of divorces in the U.S. passed
the 1 million mark in 1975.
The center recorded 843,000 divorces in
the first 10 months of last year^ and
officials said the figure was expected to rise
to more than 1 million by the year's end.
The U.S. divorce rate began to rise in
1962, climbing to 479,000 in 1965 and
more than doubling to the estimated 1
million last year.
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e Shaken
Nelson Hostetter
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I N PREPARATION for my recent
assignment to the Guatemala earthquake zone, I was searching the pages
of my Bible for spiritual strength.
Having experienced numerous similar
missions to domestic and overseas
"hurting spots," I keenly realized the
importance of having a combination
of physical fitness, mental alertness,
emotional stability, social empathy
and spiritual strength. My attention
was drawn to two phrases from Isaiah
51, a bit out of context, printed in the
heading of the page: "I am He that
comforteth you, my righteousness is
near." These promises sustained me in
the rigorous ten days on the field and
in visits to former natural disaster
areas and the MDS country units in
Honduras and Belize on my return
trip.
Guatemala earthquake damages are
both extensive and intense. A devastation band, stretching about 250 miles
in length and 30 miles wide, affected
the more populous regions. With my
Mennonite Disaster Service colleagues Syd Reimer, of Rosenort,
Man., and Chester Steffy, of Millersville, Pa., I flew in a small plane over
cities with whole residential sections
flattened and towns which are 60 to 90
percent rubble. We drove in a pickup
over winding and rutted roads and
found villages not shown on the map
where all buildings and homes, made
of the traditional adobe mud structure, were crushed. San Jacintos, a village with 180 must be rebuilt. Over
250,000 families are now homeless in
Guatemala. A seasoned American
10

,When
h e s e i nthe
t h e earthquake
v

hit Guatemala February 4, the adobe walls of homes like
'Hage of San Marcos crumbled bringing down the roof and leaving
( P h o t o b y P a u l La ndis).

t h e d o o r s s t a n d i n g in ( h e r u b b | e

Red Cross disaster services administrator with international experience
summarized the situation with the
term "unbelievably awesome."
The earthquake complicated
endemic problems. The stench of the
capital city's open and broken sewer
system, the stifling smoke from the
burning of garbage and debris at the
city dump, and the lingering dust from
the piles of crushed adobe and
masonry nearly smothers the average
breather. In some locations the
temperature shoots up to 110 degrees
at noon and plummets to 50 degrees at
night, making loss of shelter more
difficult.
Poor people are even poorer. Queue
lines awaiting minimal food handouts
extend for blocks. I witnessed begging
children shedding tears of disappointment as they were turned aside, and
another crying for joy because he was
fortunate enough to receive a handout. I saw a hurrying benefactor finally flip a coin to an adult beggar who
then walked a few steps to exchange it
for a single cigarette from a vendor.
It was a consolation to observe the
serenity and a thrill to dialogue with
the Mennonite missionaries, voluntary service workers and national staff
at G u a t e m a l a C i t y / L a Brigada,
Chimaltenango, El Rosario and from
San Pedro Carcha. The initial survey
team of Paul Landis, Norman Martin
and Aden Frey shared in a meaningful ministry. It was a challenge to
work with veteran MCC program

planners Edgar Stoesz and Arthur
Driedger on location.
As the personnel puzzle is put together — the six-month appointed
leadership staff, the 60-day rotating
crew leaders, the two-week volunteers
from neighboring Central American
and Caribbean Mennonite, Brethren
in Christ and Amish churches, and the
Guatemalan national workers supported with food-for-work and cash —
prayer is needed that all might serve in
"the name of Christ." Volunteerism,
material aid and funding is needed
from North American Brethren in
Christ and Mennonite communities
and settlements to build at least a
thousand homes in the next eight
months. The annual rainy season in
the country threatens in early May.
The inter-Mennonite family in the
past half century has responded together to many kinds of crises, both
human-made and of natural happening. Hundreds of compassionate people have helped thousands of persons
in need. Being a religious minority our
people in places at certain times have
experienced persecution and have enjoyed privileges. We have assumed a
role of advocacy and spoken out for
justice for the disadvantaged and oppressed.
Now in stricken Guatemala we
work and serve together again through
the various stages of assistance, from
e m e r g e n c y to r e h a b i l i t a t i v e to
developmental. We desire to experience genuine servanthood and to be
Christ's vessels to channel quiet comfort.
Evangelical Visitor

"/ feel, as do many alumni who were my
contemporaries, that the campus is better
spiritually now than it was ten years ago."

Commitment Made the Difference
Lane Stern
D O N ' T BOTHER applying to college, because you'll never make it
through." Coming from a high-school
guidance counselor, that's the kind of
advice from which failures are born.
But it's also something that many
people with remarkable success stories
can put a finger on in their own past.
Such is the case with Noel Falk, who
returned this year to Messiah College's Natural Sciences Division faculty, and who recently became Dr. Falk.
"My high-school grades weren't all
that great," Noel says, "and I distinctly remember my guidance counselor
telling me that." But as one may
deduce from his latest educational
achievement, he didn't heed those
words of wisdom. The son of a Brethren in Christ schoolteacher and minister, he applied to Messiah, was
accepted, and entered in 1962.
For awhile it appeared that his
guidance counselor's prediction would
come true. He says, "For a time I
really feared that I wouldn't be able to
graduate. The extra-curricular was
more important to me. I really didn't
study."
And his extra-curricular "activities" didn't stop with the legitimate.
Dr. Falk remembers gunpowdersmoke-filled hallways and limburger
cheese melted on the old hot-water
radiators. "One of our pet pranks," he
says, "involved a joint effort. One of
us would lean out the window with a
broom and put the end of the handle
against the frame of the top sliding
window of the room below. A sharp
push on the broom handle would open
the window. Then with a buddy
bracing you from behind so you didn't
end up on the ground, you could lean
way out and WHOOSH — a bucket
of water in their room!"
Noel got married in his senior year.
His wife, Carol, was a music major.
His grades came up a bit, and he
graduated with a 2.0 (C average).
"I was a Christian — I hadn't really
been rebellious to that, just sort of
aimless, with no goals set in life. I
wasn't as close to the Lord as I should
have been, or I wouldn't have goofed
ofT for four years."
After graduation, Noel and Carol
prayed, and felt led to do some voluntary service. They were assigned as
high school teachers in Twillingate,
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Newfoundland, Canada. "We went
there," he says, "with a real desire to
become part of the community." In
addition to teaching biology, science,
and PE, Noel started interscholastic
competition in basketball and volleyball, started a yearbook, and had
devotions with students. Carol taught
music and started choirs and cheerleaders.
The community response to the
Falks' two years of service was very
positive. When Noel's parents drove
up to bring them back at the end of
their term, the townspeople gave them
a farewell party. One of the people
paid Noel the ultimate compliment for
a Newfoundlander when he said to his
parents, "You know, you really raised
a Newfie."
"During those years was when I first
really got my head together. I realized
the waste that I had made of my college years, and I saw that teaching,
which I had been dead-set against,
wasn't so bad after all. I wanted to
come back to Messiah and teach, even
though I knew my grades would create
a real difficulty in getting into grad
school."
The Falks returned to the Grantham area, and Noel took a job at
Reefer's grocery store. In 1969, doors
began to open for him at Messiah. He
was given a n o n - t e a c h i n g labinstructor position. When the department head, Dr. Hoover, went on sabbatical leave in the summer of 1970,
Noel was asked to teach the two
summer session courses. When this
was successful, he was offered a
regular teaching position on the condition that he would work on his
Master's Degree.
On the strength of Dr. Hoover's
recommendation alone, Noel was admitted to the graduate program in
biology at Shippensburg State College. During this time he taught fulltime at Messiah along with pursuing
his studies and being a family man.
In 1972 he was graduated with a 3.9
(4.0 is straight A) average.
He attributes his success to one
thing: "I had finally committed my life
totally to Christ, and was actively
seeking what He wanted." When he
felt he should do his doctoral work, he
prayed, "Lord, if you want me to go

you'll have to get me in and provide
the finances."
The Lord did both, and from May,
1974, through August, 1975, Noel and
his family (they have two little girls;
Deana, 5; and Erin, 2) were at Penn
State. He did his research on the deerkill on Pennsylvania highways under
an assistanceship from the State
Game Commission. Again his academic record was excellent.
Dr. Falk is once again teaching at
Messiah College. His concerns for the
college and community are many. In
the community, he and Carol have
helped over the past several years to
start the Williams Grove and Dillsburg Brethren in Christ congregations. As a teacher, students have
found him as I have, interested in
them as persons.
His major concern, he says, is for
the total spiritual growth and maturity
of students. "I'm sold on Christian
higher education. College is a time of
maturing, of belief questioning, and
for many, an experience of freedom
for the first time. A Christian college
is the best place to go because of a
consistent environment and contact
with people who have 'gone before.' I
fear to think what might have happened to me at a secular school."
"Messiah College in particular," he
says, "gives you a better academic
training under more committed people
than any secular school." He points to
the fact that the college's business
majors are in demand upon graduation; that Messiah places a higher percentage of student teachers than most
schools; and that graduates can compete successfully in academic circles
anywhere. "The Christian commitment of most graduates," he says,
"gives them the qualities of dedication and reliability that employers are
looking for."
"I feel, as do many alumni who
were my c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , " he
reminisces, "that the campus is better
spiritually now than it was ten years
ago. I've seen a lot of kids come here
and really get their heads together. It
hurts me to see students waste their
years here; I just wish I hadn't wasted
mine."
This article appeared in a recent issue of Ivy
Rustles, the college paper. We are grateful for
the opportunity to reprint this for our readers.
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Building a Library in Your Church
Leonard J. Chester

T h e TEACHER of the Junior High
Sunday school class is studying about
hypocrisy, and comes to the term
"corban." Your Shikari guide of
Pioneer Girls reads about "value formation" in the planning manual. Your
Junior Department Sunday school
superintendent needs a slide projector
each Sunday for six weeks to use some
slides of the Holy Land she received
from an uncle. Does your church provide help for these specific needs?
You might ask, "Can any congregation meet the needs of its workers in
study and preparation? Yes and No.
No, the needs cannot be met if we
procrastinate until such a time as we
have the ideal facilities for working on
a library — the new church building,
the remodelling job completed, the
Christian education addition. The
members of your congregation have
spiritual/theological questions about
which tney want input from worthwhile authors; the leaders in Christian
education can't tell their students to
"wait for two years until there is a
library in the church." Waiting for the
ideal means no progress is under way
— it's as unrealistic as expecting to be
spiritually mature without doing the
first works of repentance and growth.
Affirmatively, the congregation can
make significant steps in providing
practical help for both the members
and those in leadership. Very specific
needs may have to be directed to institutional and public libraries or the
local Christian bookstore.
A library for the local church should
be a "resource center for learning."
This means, for one thing, it should be
more than books.
Three areas in which resources can
be developed are:
1. Print: books, pamphlets, clippings, magazines, tracts, college
catalogues, charts, maps, pictures.
2. Non-print: records, phonoviewer units, cassette tapes, filmstrips, flannelgraph.
3. E q u i p m e n t : o v e r h e a d ,

16mm.

slide and filmstrip projectors,
phone-viewers, record players,
screens, take recorders, exten-

The author is presently a public schoolteacher in
Ontario. He has been active in the Christian
education program of his congregation. Sherkston. Ontario.
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sion cords, easels, chalkboards,
rulers.
Index as much material and equipment as possible, especially pictures,
flannelgraph stories and figures, maps.
However, avoid killing your librarian's enthusiasm by over-organizing.
Communicate what is there to the
"average" member (youth, children
and adults) through promoting specific
books and resources in Sunday school
openings, the week-day clubs,
weekly/monthly bulletins, bulletin inserts, and even pulpit announcements.
Inform the Christian Education
leaders of your resources. Take your
departmental meetings to and through
the library — show them what you
have and demonstrate how to use the
material. If your library room is large
enough, hold all congregational committee meetings there! People will
brouse! Have helpful items for your
leaders' personal study and preparation: various Bible translations, comm e n t a r i e s , d i c t i o n a r i e s , concordances, maps. A great little book is
Strange Scriptures that Perplex the
Western Mind, by B. M. Bo wen
(Eerdmans, 1944).
Your resource center will influence:
the methods of your workers; the
depth of study of the leaders for
specific tasks; the strength of the
spiritual lives of the members; the
extending of the teaching ministry of
the pastor, the Sunday school, the
clubs; the clarity and application of
biblical truths.
To get your library growing, you
need funds. Several sources are:
1. an annual allotment in the congregational budget;
2. for leadership training, the Sunday school/Christian Education
budget;
3. club funds for boys'/girls' books;
4. memorial funds (put in a commemorating sticker to show your
appreciation).
Ask for donations of books, pictures,
flannelgraph stories, etc. (Loaning
these may be too complicated!)
If you don't have a church library
— or if your library is dead (or
musty!) — then do something!!
1. Start with a vision.' Develop a
long-range plan for your library
— tables, chairs, bookshelves,

magazine rack, equipment storage, etc. Then adjust back to
reality, and work toward your
goal.
2. Choose a location accessible to
the greatest traffic of persons. If
your library room must be "out
of the way," install a bookshelf
in the main foyer and rotate the
selection from the library, or
place the selection on a bookshelf on wheels in the main foyer.
Watch the traffic jam!
3. Put a sign on the door/doorframe/wall.
4. Personnel: Secure a commitment from a lay person to be
your librarian — a person with
interest, with some ability to
organize, with some imagination! Then form a library committee (4-5) to help with the
practical work, and to aid in material selection.
5. The pastor and key Christian
Education leader should keep
close to the library: use books
yourself; know generally what is
there; take individuals to the
library and show them what is
there; check through the cards to
see the groups-ages using the
library — promote to and buy
for other groups.
If your library is a nightmare, daydreaming won't help! Hard work will!
So, let's really get ready to help learning in your congregation! There is no
"easy" formula!
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Tightening the Marriage Knot
Beth Frey

F O R SOME TIME there had been
interest in the Manor congregation for
a couples' retreat. We had gone so far
as to reserve a date at a very lovely
camp. The price was too high. The
takers too few. The date was dropped.
At least we learned which price was
beyond our group's range.
This points to an important first
item in planning: decide on a place
within financial reach of most couples.
On this premise, Kenbrook Camp was
procured for a 24-hour retreat, Friday evening through Saturday evening, last fall.
Looking at the physical aspects
first: a committee planned simple
meals. Friday evening a carry-in
supper was enjoyed by all. Food was
provided by the committee for the
other meals. Several couples were
assigned to the preparation, serving,
and clearing of each meal. There was
much good-natured banter as couples
worked together. Nobody was chained
to the kitchen in endless meal preparation; at the same time there were no
outsiders to be paid for work.
Some of the group used the cabins
provided, a number of couples brought
campers, while the remainder were
tenters who found sheltered spots to
pitch camp. The main lounge provided the venue for our sessions. An
unseasonably cold spell kept the fireplace in constant use.
Early in the planning was the important item of finding a resource
person. We all felt that God directed
in the choice of Paul Unruh, a Christian counselor from Greencastle, Pa.
His down to earth messages, his oneto-one communication, and his
The writer, a former missionary with her husband, Glen, in Africa, and recently a teacher at
Messiah College, is active in the life of the
Manor congregation where her husband serves
as associate pastor.
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breathtaking magic shows all helped
to bring him close to us as a friend.
There is an intangible mood which
comes over a group of couples when
they are in a quiet, remote setting, far
removed from the parental role—even
sometimes a mischievous mood. It
was not too surprising, then, that when
silence had settled over the camp and
many were trying to get their cold feet
warmed, there burst forth in the night
air the mighty sound of a kitchen
orchestra. When sufficient serenading
had taken place, silence reigned again
and sleep came to all.
Saturday was divided into sessions,
recreation, and time to be together as
couples. Two of Mr. Unruh's assignments will long be remembered. First,
each person was to write a love note to
his or her partner. Then we were to list
five great qualities or characteristics of
that partner. It did us all good to stop
and see what unique qualities we live
with all the time.
Saturday evening came too rapidly.
Most of us could have played more,
hiked more, or just sat on a log more.
Around a large fire, we roasted
wieners and marshmallows. There we
had our closing devotions. Then a
string of cars and campers descended
the dirt road and merged into the
traffic of the highway.
What had the retreat done for us?
We had stopped to appreciate, to be
thankful and to communicate. We
knew it had been good for us to be
there and we weren't going to miss the
next retreat. Further, we'd try to let
our enthusiasm reach out to others.
Plans are under way for another
retreat this fall.
Following are the remarks of the
three couples as they recall the retreat
six months later:
As a recently married couple, Fred
and I had much to profit by going to a

couples retreat. A valuable reminder
for us was in the area of communication. Victory can be found as we
share with each other our feelings
according to God's Word. Another
helpful aid was in the area of changing our mate. Often young people
enter marriage with the intention of
changing the "other guy." It must be
learned that I cannot change anyone
else. We must learn, said Mr. Unruh,
"As I change, those closest to me will
change in the same direction as I." We
must say, "Lord change me, remove
the beam in my own eye first!"
—Fred and Cindy Barley

We enjoyed the Christian fellowship of
the other couples at the retreat. We
fell it brought us to a better relationship and better understanding of each
other as we believe it did for others.
Paul Unruh made everything very
clear to us and we liked the use of the
overhead projector to illustrate what
he was talking about. We also appreciated the way the guest speaker joined
in all the activities as one of us. We
found meaningful the afternoon when
husbands and wives shared love notes.
We enjoyed the retreat very much and
look forward to the next one.
—Martha and Harold Miller

Paul Unruh certainly gave all of us
food for thought. One aspect of life
that he discussed really stuck with me:
your mate will probably reflect whatever feelings you are transmitting.
Therefore, if you are patient, kind and
loving, you can expect these kinds of
feelings to be shown toward you. It's
easy to understand what can happen if
you are not so loving. It was a very
rewarding weekend. We certainly are
looking forward to another one this
year, and hopefully with enough
couples to fill all those "comfortable"
cabins.

—Esther and Gary Glick
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Church News
MESSIAH HOME
T h e Messiah H o m e held its first Family
Night on Friday, March 5, 1976. There
were over 110 residents and their families,
with staff in attendance to hear the Messiah College Choral Society. The Choral
Society, a group of 48 singers, presented
an hour of religious music with special emphasis on Early American religious music.
The program was held in the H o m e Chapel
after which the residents, families, and
choral members were invited to have
r e f r e s h m e n t s in the new Fellowship
Lounge in the basement of the H o m e . The
Family Night program is another part of
the expanding ministry of Messiah H o m e
to its residents and the Church.

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Messiah Takes College to the Church
Messiah College teacher, Luke Keefer,
Jr., spent the week of January 23-28 in the
Martinsburg, Pennsylvania, area teaching
a five-evening course on I J o h n . The
average attendance was 55, with a total of
113 different individuals attending. S o m e
took the course for college credit. The
class included people from the following
Brethren in Christ churches: Saxton, Shermans Valley, Eight Square, Altoona,
Woodbury, Martinsburg,
Blandburg,
C a n o e Creek, Everett, Clear Creek, and
Center Grove.
Annual Ministers Conference
Continues to Grow
T h e largest-ever of eleven annual Ministers Conferences sponsored by Messiah
College met on campus in early M a r c h .
T h e main resource people were: Gary
Walsh, pastor of the Free Methodist
Church in Brantford, Ontario; and J.
Allan Petersen, founder and director of
Family Concern, Inc., O m a h a , N e b r a s k a .
Pastor Graybill Brubaker brought
recording equipment f r o m his church
(Chambersburg) and made cassette tape
reproductions of the talks on the spot. As a
result, many more registrants took tapes
home with them.
Vietnamese Students on Campus
When students from other countries,
study at Messiah College, they bring
valued cultural variety to the campus community.
Seven Vietnamese refugee students, who
moved into area homes during the past
year, are enrolled at the college.
Registering for the fall semester were:
Hy Phan and H a Phan, a brother and
s i s t e r s p o n s o r e d by t h e D e v o n s h i r e
Memorial United Brethren C h u r c h ; N a m
Nguyen and Nga Nguyen, also a brother
and sister, sponsored by Rev. and Mrs.
Glenn Frey of Conestoga; and Kim Ngo,
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Repeat Performance Requested
Canadian Senior Citizens

Retreat

What a memorable week was the
delightful occasion of the first Senior
Citizens Retreat planned for our Canadian brotherhood last fall. The setting was the beautiful Camp Kahquah
situated on the shores of Lake Ahmic,
near Burks Falls, Ontario. Thirtyseven oldsters revelled in the wholesome atmosphere. The fellowship was
broadened by the association of a
number from sister communions.
Rev. John Schock, the very capable
director, certainly helped make the
experience the success that it was. His
versatility enables him to be both old
and young, humorous and serious,
pastor and parishioner. He said this
was the only retreat he had ever
known that did not impose a curfew.
(The merits of its absence might be
questioned.)
Much time was spent in games,
boating, hiking, and one brother actually went swimming. Each evening
was characterized by informal ser-

vices. Singing the hymns and songs of
"yester-years," sharing, and Scripture meditations made the evenings
unforgettable.
The appreciative attitude of the
group was expressed in a token gift of
$117 toward a new movie projector for
the camp.
To hear people of fourscore years
rather excitedly ask and plan for a
repeat next year was stimulating, to
say the least. Here are a few of the
comments shared:
"I would suggest having this gettogether every year."
"Everyone felt part of the group, no
one felt left out. Where shall we meet
again like this? Maybe never, for a
year from now someone will be gone."
"This has been one of the highlights
of my life."
"The evening times of fellowship in
the lounge is something I won't forget
for a long time . . . make it an annual
affair."

sponsored by Rev. and Mrs. H. R. Brinkman of Mechanicsburg.
M o r e recently enrolled were: Kim
Nguyen and Soi Thach, sponsored by M r .
and Mrs. Lynn E. Blauch of Palmyra.
Messiah College is very pleased to have
these people on campus and has provided
financial assistance toward their tuition.
In addition to the seven named above,
twenty additional students are enrolled
from nine other countries.

MISSIONS

Wilderness Program Offered in May
A n intensive three-week wilderness
learning experience will be conducted May
9-29 co-sponsored by the Department of
Physical Education and the Office of Student Development. It will be conducted in
the Monongahela National Forest in West
Virginia under the direction of Eugene
Wingert.
While many outdoor skills such as backpacking, canoeing, rock-climbing and
caving will be mastered by each student,
the objective of the program is personal
growth and development in one's relationship with God, himself, others, and the
created world. T h e objectives are realized
through the shared experiences of the
group in a variety of intense wilderness
situations. Sharing responsibility, caring
for one another, coping with hunger, fear,
stress, living simply — all serve to provide
the growth encounters.
T h e r e a r e still s o m e openings for
registrations and anyone in reasonably
good health and over 18 years of age may
participate. The fee for the course is $225
(including tuition for three hours of credit
in Physical Education). For further information regarding the "Wilderness Enc o u n t e r " write to Office of S t u d e n t
Development, Messiah College.

Volunteer and Funds Needed
"Volunteers, material aid and funding
are needed," reports Nelson Hostetter
(executive coordinator of Mennonite Disaster Service), in reference to the rebuilding efforts following the February 4 earthquake in Guatemala. The goal is to build
1,000 houses in the next eight months.
Priority will be given to volunteers who
speak Spanish and are available for a
several-month assignment. Persons wishing to contribute funds may send money to
Brethren in Christ Missions, Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022. Please designate
your check for " G u a t e m a l a Earthquake
Relief." (See page ten).
Nathan and Catherine Bert ( S o u t h
Mountain Chapel, PA), scheduled to leave
April 1 to begin Voluntary Service assignments at M a c h a Secondary School, Z a m bia.

CONFERENCES
Allegheny
T h e young people of the Big Valley congregation presented the d r a m a , " M i s s
Church Marries M r . W o r l d , " on Sunday
evening, March 7. Rev. Delmas Hock
brought the evening message. Rev. John L.
Rosenberry is the pastor.
Rev. Ray Brubaker was the speaker at
the Hollowell congregation on Feb. 14 and
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15, using " W h a t ' s Ahead for A m e r i c a "
and " I ' m Glad I'm an American," for his
topics. Mrs. Brubaker ministered in music
in both services and presented gospel
magic for the children. Rev. Brubaker,
former pastor of Hollowell, now has the
radio program, " G o d ' s News Behind the
News." T h e present pastor is Rev. Kenneth Engle.
T h e J e m i s o n Valley congregation
received five persons into church fellowship recently. Youth Sunday was observed
on M a r c h 7 with the young people taking
charge of the services. A "talent prog r a m " was held in the evening service.
On Sunday evening, Feb. 29, Rev. David
Brubaker shared insights into problems
facing the present-day church in Africa
with the Pleasant View congregation. The
pastor is Rev. Harold Bowers.
The Waynesboro congregation held Rally Day with a bicentennial theme on Sunday, Feb. 29. " T h e Potter's C l a y , " a singing group from Mechanicsburg, were
guests. T h e pastor, Rev. Virgil N. Books,
spoke on " F a i t h like Theirs for Times Like
These." In the evening the film, " I n God
We T r u s t " was shown.
T h e Married Couples' Class of the
Woodbury congregation recently visited
Rev. and Mrs. Harry A. Fink in the
Morrison Cove H o m e where they are residents.

Atlantic
T h e Maytown congregation
hosted
several musical selections f r o m area
churches in a program on Sunday evening,
Feb. 29. They included a mixed quartet
from M t . Pleasant, a brass duet from the
Maytown Church of God, a ladies trio
from Conoy, an organ solo from the
M a y t o w n R e f o r m e d C h u r c h , and a
marimba solo from the host church. The
pastor, Rev. Earl E. Herr, brought a brief
message.
The Messiah congregation heard
Premnath S. Dick bring a missionary message on Sunday evening, Feb. 29. The
pastor is Rev. Leroy Yoder.
T h e Palmyra congregation held a Talent
Night on Sunday evening, March 14.
Bishop Charlie Byers brought the morning message that day. Rev. J. Robert
Lehman is the pastor.
T h e P e q u e a congregation observed
Christian Service Day on Sunday, March
21, with J. Wilmer Heisey sharing service
opportunities for Christians of all ages. A
slide presentation by Raymond Hess on
the Ministry and Challenge of M . D . S . was
shown in the evening service. The pastor is
Rev. Gerald Wingert.

Canadian
The Cheapside congregation recently
held a "Project Philip" distribution with
good response. Rev. Charles Byer is the
pastor.
T h e Massey Place congregation experienced record a t t e n d a n c e in both the
worship and Sunday school services on
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Sunday, Feb. 29, with over one hundred in
each service. The pastor is Rev. Douglas
Sider.

Nusbaum: Peter Walton, born J a n . 22,
to Victor and JoAnn Nusbaum, University of North Carolina. The N u s b a u m s are
members of the G r a n t h a m congregation,
Pa.

Central

Swope: Holly Michelle, born J a n . 3, to
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Swope, Shermans
Valley congregation, Pa.

The
Bethel
(Merril)
congregation
observed Youth Week on Feb. 22-29, with
the youth participating in both the Sunday and Wednesday services. The pastor is
Rev. Bert Winger.
On Sunday, Feb. 22, the DeRossett
congregation held a Dedication Service for
the newest member of their congregation.
She is Nicole Michelle, born Feb. 5, to
John and Esther Edmonds. Rev. Irving
Parker is the pastor.
T h e Phoneton congregation ended their
Youth Day on Sunday, Feb. 29, with the
Singing G o a d Family presenting the
evening service to a filled church. Rev.
Elam Dohner is the pastor.

Midwest
The Bethany congregation held a
Dedication Service for the new educational building on Sunday, March 14.
The new class rooms were used for the first
time on Christ's Crusaders Day, Feb. 29.
The pastor is Rev. Charles M. Rickel.
T h e Rosebank congregation held a
Church Growth Festival on Monday, April
5. The film, " I t Couldn't be D o n e " was
shown. Rev. C h a r l e s N o r m a n is the
pastor.

Pacific
A special speaker to the Life Line congregation on Sunday, Feb. 22, was Rev.
Joel Nordland from Child Evangelism
Fellowship. The pastor is Rev. Paul D.
Hill.
The Upland congregation received 17
persons into church fellowship on Sunday,
Feb. 22. Lay persons from the congregation are being involved in an expansion/outreach to meet the needs of the
community. Rev. Robert Hempy and Rev.
Glenn Ginder are the pastors.

Births
Berry: Eric John, born March 11, to
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Berry, Skyline
View congregation, Pa.
Brubaker: Deborah Jean, born February
16 to Levi and Sandra Brubaker, C h o m a ,
Zambia.
Gilbert: Jerry Leroy, bom J a n . 25, to
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Gilbert, Pleasant
View congregation, Pa.
Lenhert: Heather Joy, born M a r . 7, to
M r . and Mrs. Wesley Lenhert, Chino congregation, Ca.
Musser: J a c o b Charles, born Aug. 29, to
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Musser, Chino congregation, Ca.
Musser: Nicole Kristine, born Feb. 20,
to Mr. and Mrs. James Musser, Chino
congregation, C a .

Watkins: Karen Eileen, born Feb. 15, to
M r . and Mrs. Kenneth Watkins, Skyline
View congregation, Pa.
Yoder: Kristine Lynn, born Feb. 25, to
Marion and Eleanor Yoder, G r a n t h a m
congregation, Pa.

Obituaries
Candle: William F. Candle, Rossburg,
Ohio, born June 29, 1914, in Kentucky,
died Feb. 2, 1976, enroute to Wayne Hospital, Greenville, Ohio. He is survived by
his wife, Liesel Schmidt; a daughter, Mrs.
Jerri Smith; two granddaughters; and one
sister. He was a member of the Phoneton
Brethren in Christ Church. T h e funeral
service was conducted in the Oliver
Funeral H o m e with Rev. Elam O. Dohner
officiating. Interment was in the Ansonia
Cemetery.
Harshman: Mrs. Anna M. H a r s h m a n ,
Waynesboro, Pa., born April 9, 1919, died
Feb. 18, 1976, in the Hershey Medical
Center. She was the daughter of Seward
and Mary Baker Staley. She was married
to Melvin L. H a r s h m a n on M a r c h , 1948.
In addition to her husband, she is survived
by three sons: Richard A., Gerald E., and
Gary D. Gossert; 14 grandchildren; a stepgrandson; a brother; and four sisters. T h e
funeral service was held in the Grove
Funeral H o m e with Rev. Virgil N . Books
officiating. Interment was in the Strang's
Cemetery.
Musser: Charles Summer, born Oct. 21,
1886, near Abilene, Ks., died March 4,
1976. He was the son of John E. and Anna
Hershey Musser. He was married to Areta
Ludlow who preceded him in death. In
1968 he married Mrs. Edna Slater who
survives. H e is also survived by four sons:
Harold C., Alvin, Earl, and Paul; and
three daughters: Mrs. Rhoda Herr, M r s .
Irene Engle, and Mrs. Lillian Heise. He
was a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church and served as a board member of
the Upland congregation at various times.
The funeral service was held in the Upland Church with Rev. Robert W. Hempy
and Rev. Alvin C . Burkholder officiating.
Interment was in the Bellevue Mausoleum.
Smee: Myrtle R. Smee, born Oct. 2,
1898, died March 1, 1976, in the Messiah
Home, Harrisburg, Pa. She is survived by
her husband, Ira; two sons, Ray L. and
Paul E.; five daughters: Mrs. Ruth E.
Stoner, Mrs. M a r t h a Hershaw, Mrs. Edna
M. Sewell, Mrs. Beulah M. Reynolds, and
Mrs. M a r y E. Wert; one sister; two
brothers; fifteen grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren. The funeral service
was held in the Roth Funeral H o m e with
Rev. Walter Winger officiating. Interment was in the Kutz Cemetery.
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Easter Is Disturbing
Robert

Hempy

P R O P E R L Y U N D E R S T O O D and believed, Easter and a risen Lord will
deeply change us. It will begin by disturbing us. One man's Easter garden proclaims this. Joseph of Arimathea was a well-ordered man whose life and even
death were carefully planned. Then he met Jesus Christ and could never quite be
the same again. This is as it should be. If I can be the same after meeting Him,
then something's wrong with the meeting.
Joseph had a garden. It housed a tomb to be used as a future burial site for
Joseph himself. This personal garden and tomb stood for the lawmaker's
respectably sheltered life. Then the shadow of Christ and a cross fell over his life.
The Sanhedrin must vote on life or death for Jesus. Joseph as a member seems to
be absent. Then the death of Christ and Joseph's late decision to give his tomb for
the homeless body. (This meant Joseph could never use it for it was defiled under
Jewish law.)
Joseph's safe garden world is crumbling. But it was all for good. Out of his
losses he would gain a risen Lord, and out of his garden would come hope for all
mankind. Easter changes are for our good. God pushes us to Calvary in order to
lead us to a new and better life in Christ.
We need to be disturbed by His great unending life. We can't go on with
Christ and know His risen life for ourselves without finally facing the great commitment of Easter. Joseph had to come to it finally, where "he boldly came to
Pilate" to beg the body of Jesus, and also to risk life, reputation, and future on
Jesus Christ. May we likewise be disturbed until we decide to deeply belong to
Him.
Robert Hempy is the pastor of the Upland Brethren in Christ congregation.

